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When only sixteen years old she was
married to the Dauphin of France, a
poor weakling who died only two years
later, and his widow, not yet nineteen,
went back to Scotland to find herself
one Catholic among a host of stiff-
necked Reformers under John Knox.

Suitors of High Degree.

On every side there were schemes to
marry her. Among her suitors were
the Kings of Sweden and Denmark, the
Archduke Charles of Austria, Don
Carlos of Spain, the Earl of Leicester,
and others. She wanted Don Carlos,
and when she found she would not be
allowed to marry him, chose her cousin,
Henry Stuart, Earl of Darnley.

No need to tell the story of that
miserable marriage. Darnley was a
worthless scoundrel and savagely

jealous. His worst crime was the
brutal murder of David Rizzio, whose
mangled body, bleeding" from fifty
wounds, was dragged into the Queen's
own room. In turn, Darnley was
murdered by Bothwell, who blew him
up with gunpowder while he lay ill in
bed of smallpox, and then Mary made
the mistake of her life by marrying
Bothwell.

That was the beginning of the sad
end which led to Mary being dethroned
and falling into the hands of the
English. In 1586 she was brought to
trial, and in the following year be-
headed. So at the age of only forty-
five the sad life of this beautiful and
accomplished woman came to an end.

You can see her statue above her
tomb in Henry VII.*s Chapel at West-
minster Abbey.



ON HER WAY TO  EXECUTION

This reproduction from the painting by Herdman shows Mary, Queen of Scots, on her way to execu-
tion, with the tall, impressive figure of the headsman in the foreground. The Queen was be-
headed at Fotheringhay, not far from Oundle in Northamptonshire, and in the Castle where she
was kept a prisoner and which was also the scene of her trial. The year of the execution was 1587.